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President’s Message
Thank you to all the members of the Friends of 
the Gulf Gate Library who attended our Annual 
Meeting on January 8! It was wonderful to see 
so many of you and to have your input. I hope 
you will consider getting involved in more of the 
Friends’ activities because we have lots in store. 
 
Those of you who came to our Annual Meeting 
heard from Christine Aston, our Library Manager, 
and our guest speaker Jim Shirley, Director of 
the Arts and Cultural Alliance of Sarasota, about plans to use copper saved from 
the old Gulf Gate Library to create a sculpture that will hang in our entry. A part 
of the past will be part of our future. How exciting! The board of the Friends has 
offered to contribute funds for the project, and a board member will be part of 
the Proposal Review Committee that will choose the artist and design. 
 
In February the Friends are again sponsoring a Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon, 
at which the manager and staff can thank all the valuable volunteers who 
contribute hours to serve the library. 
 
We are also looking forward to 2020 when we will celebrate our building’s fifth 
anniversary. As you are aware, time flies, so we have begun planning for an event 
that will be as great as our library.  
 
Meanwhile, we recognize the need for someone to serve on a Publicity/Outreach 
Committee to get out the word about the ongoing programs at Gulf Gate. All 
Friends members receive this newsletter and, yes, there is a calendar on the 
County website, but we want to find ways to inform the entire community of all 
the interesting things happening here. If you like to write, make phone calls, use 
a computer, or have any time to offer, please get in touch with us at 
gglibfriends@gmail.com. I’d love to meet with you and hear your ideas. 
 
I wish everyone a happy, healthy, and successful New Year! 
 
Maxine Solomon, President, Friends of the Gulf Gate Library

Maxine Solomon 
President of the Friends 
of the Gulf Gate Library
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Gulf Gate Library Manager’s Message

WELCOME BACK TO ALL OUR SNOWBIRDS! 
 
I think I say this every year but truly we are seeing record numbers of patrons in our 
library. Please be sure to look for our monthly events calendar, both in the lobby and 
on-line, to see the full array of programs, classes, and other events that are happening 
at Gulf Gate Library. We are so grateful to the Friends of the Gulf Gate Library whose 
sponsorship allows us to offer all of our other patrons such a wide variety of programs. 
 
I would also invite you to participate in our One Book, One Community program this year. 

Our book this year is Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann. 
We have several upcoming programs to choose from,  centered around this book, including one hosted and 
facilitated by an agent with the FBI. 
 
Whether you’re here to attend a program, bringing your children or grandchildren to read to the dogs or play 
with Legos, getting help from our Over/Cloud Library Help Desk – whatever the reason – we hope you enjoy 
the time you spend here. Thank you again for all that you do for the Gulf Gate Library.  
 
 

Christine Aston

OUR FRIENDS BOOKSTORE HAS MORE 
THAN JUST BOOKS --- SHOP AND SAVE NOW 
AND RECEIVE A COPY OF BOOKPAGE, A 
MONTHLY MAGAZINE THAT REVIEWS NEW 
BOOKS IN EVERY CATEGORY. 
 
The Friends of Gulf Gate Library Bookstore continues its 
impressive service to our patrons and its support for Gulf 
Gate Library and the community. We receive beautiful new 
books, CDs, DVDs, Blu-rays, and Audio books from our loyal 
and generous patrons. The Friends sell the donations and give the proceeds to Gulf Gate Library to fund the 
great variety of activities and services for you and all of other patrons. 
 
The Bookstore also has a display case which features attractive jewelry and small items that you won’t be 
able to resist. Dorothy Zrimsek continues  to make her beautiful note cards which she brings to the bookstore 
on Tuesday and Saturday afternoons. Dorothy will take special orders. 
 
The Friends now subscribe to BookPage and a copy is given to those who shop in our Friends Bookstore.

Dorothy Zrimsek in the Gulf Gate Library Bookstore



Friends of the Gulf Gate Library •  Winter 2019 • Page 3

THE FRIENDS WELCOME TWO NEW MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Kim Seidell  
As a child, the first place I was able to go by myself was the 
SouthEast End Branch Library in Rockford, Illinois.  I’ve loved books 
and libraries ever since!  So, I love being able to volunteer in the 
bookstore and to serve on the Friends of Gulf Gate Library Board.  
Gulf Gate has been my “home” library since 1984 – 35 years! I 
started bringing my daughter to weekly children's programs when she 
was a toddler. Today, she is a Physical Therapist here in Sarasota and 
still a reader. 
 
I earned my Bachelor of Fine Arts at Northern Illinois University and 
my Master of Fine Arts at Texas Woman’s University.  After working as 
a store planner in San Antonio and Dallas, my husband and I moved 
to Sarasota.  We both taught art in Sarasota County Public Schools 
until we retired several years ago.  We still draw and paint between 
walks on the beach!  My husband only reads fiction, but I read both!

Director Kim Seidell

New Faces At Our Library

Susan Zimmerman 

I moved to Sarasota in 1979 from New Jersey. My husband and I are 
retired. My son (a librarian), daughter-in-law (a third grade teacher)and 
three grandchildren live in Tampa.  
 
I worked for the Girl Scouts of Gulfcoast Florida, Ringling College of Art 
and Design and the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast. Now that 
I’m retired, I serve on the Scholarship Committee of the Community 
Foundation of Sarasota County and volunteer for the Early Childhood 
Learning Coalition, Suncoast Grade Level Reading Initiative, The 
Education Foundation and Sarasota County Beach Ambassador program. I 
love to read, take long walks with my dog, take classes at the Ringling 
College Adult Learning Academy and ACE Classroom on Wheels. 
 
My son and I joined the Gulf Gate Library when we moved to Sarasota and 
I’ve been a Friend for several years. I love books and buy many and many 
of these end up in the Friends bookstore. I also love attending the programs offered. I look forward to serving 
on the Friend’s Board and hope that I’ll be able to contribute to the library’s continued success. 

Director Susan Zimmerman



Page 4 • Friends of the Gulf Gate Library •  Winter 2019

Gulf Gate Library Youth Programs

IN 2018, THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF THE 
FRIENDS, THE YOUTH DEPARTMENT HOSTED 306 
PROGRAMS THAT WERE ATTENDED BY 9,826 
PEOPLE! 
 
Throughout the fall and winter, there were many 
new and returning programs. In September, we 
had hula hooping for preschoolers. In October, we 
had Fall Crafts, Halloween Story Time with an 

adorable costume parade, a bilingual Dia de los Muertos Story Time for families, and our 3rd annual Star 
Wars Reads Day, which had record attendance!  
 
In November, we had another craft program and our annual Hanukkah 
Celebration. We finished the year in December with Holiday for the Birds, 
Winter Crafts, and a special showing of the Polar Express, complete with 
popcorn and hot chocolate! Thanks for another wonderful year for the 
families at Gulf Gate! 

Halloween Story Time Costume Parade

Bilingual 
Dia de los Muertos 

Story Time

Halloween  
Story Time

Holiday for the Birds 
& Fairy Gardens
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Gulf Gate Library Youth Programs

Fairy Garden Project Fall Crafts Hoola Hooping for Preschoolers

Fun for All Ages at Our Library Fall Crafts Star Wars Reads Day

Fairy Garden Project Holiday for the Birds Fairy Garden Project

Lego Club Lego Club Lego Club
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Gulf Gate Library Adult Programs

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO ATTENDED THE GULF GATE LIBRARY’S ADULT PROGRAMMING IN THE 
FALL AND FIRST PART OF WINTER. WE HAD SOME EXCITING PROGRAMS WHICH THE FRIENDS OF THE 
GULF GATE LIBRARY FUNDED. 
 
Chef Warren made a return appearance to present 
“Table for Two“.  In addition to presenting tricks and 
shortcuts to lighten the stress of entertaining during the 
holidays, Chef Warren also treated the audience to a 
taste of his looing sauce over chicken.  Chef Warren’s 

batch of 
sauce is over 
15 years old, 
but in China, 
some have 
maintained 
the same batch of sauce for hundreds of years. The older the 
sauce, the more flavorful it becomes as the ingredients are 
replenished each time it is used. 
 
To celebrate National Novel Writing month in November, we had a 

visit from author Lucia Barrett, who presented the program “Write That Book Already!”  Ms. Barrett’s latest 
novel “I’ll Be Looking at the Moon” won an Amazon Breakthrough Novel Award. 
 

In December vocal tribute artist Dave 
Deluca sang Christmas favorites in 
the style of Frank Sinatra and Nat 
King Cole, and in January we had a 
visit from astrophysicist and former 
NASA consultant Kevin Manning.  
Kevin presented a great multimedia 
lecture entitled “Astronomy for 

Chef Warren Presented “Table for Two”

Halloween Crafts

Holiday Crafts Vocal Artist Dave Deluca
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Gulf Gate Library Adult Programs

Everyone: Size and Scale of the Universe” to a standing-room-only 
crowd.  After the program the audience was invited to go outside and 
view the night sky through a powerful telescope that Mr. Manning had 
set up in the parking lot.  Luckily, we had a clear night, and were 
treated to close-up views of the Moon, Mars, and the star Sirius. 

Also, in January, Paul Sarno gave a presentation on the Buddhist-
Muslim Conflict in Southwestern Myanmar, and Dr. Ken Erb took us on  
a slide-illustrated travelogue to England and Wales. 

 
More great adult 
programs are on the horizon.  Folk music duo Cracked 
Walnuts will be presenting “The Music of Vaudeville” in 
February, and New York Blues Hall of Fame inductee Marc 
Black will back in March to present “History of the 1950’s 
and 1960’s Through Popular Song,” If you missed Marc last 
year, be sure to catch him in this encore performance.  He 
had the audience laughing, singing, and dancing in the 
aisles!   
 
Also, be on the 
lookout for programs 
celebrating our One 
Book One Community 
title “Killers of the 
Flower Moon”, 

including a visit from 
Special Agent Jay Stone of the FBI, and a special performance of 
the One Book title by the Asolo Repertory Guild Play Readers.  
Hope to see you there! 
 
– Patty Friend, Librarian for Adult Programming

Astronomy For Everyone: Mars

Buddhist-Muslim Conflict in Myanmar

Myanmar
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Book Discussion Group

2019 BOOK SELECTIONS FOR GULF GATE LIBRARY READERS  
The Gulf Gate Library Readers Book Discussion Group meets the first Thursday of every month at 2:00 PM 
at the library.  Everyone is welcome to come and join the discussion. For more information, please call 
Deanie Erb at 922-6304. 

 
For The Year 2019 The Following Books Will Be Discussed.  

There Are Copies Of The Selected Books In The Sarasota County System. 

  January 3 
Killers of the Flower Moon  
by David Grann

  February 7 
The Girl with Seven 
Names  
by Hyeonseo Lee

  May 2 
The Last Painting of  
Sara De Vos 
by Dominic Smith

  June 6 
The Girl Who Wrote in Silk  
by Kelli Estes

  July 11 
Next Year in Havana 
by Chanel Cleeton

  August 1 
Forty Autumns 
by Nina Willner

  March 7 
The Women in the Castle 
by Jessica Shattuck

  April 4 
Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine 
by Gail Honeyman
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Be A Leaf On The Legacy Tree

Dear Friends, 
We are always grateful for the special people whose donations help make our library the special place it 
is.  We wanted to acknowledge major donations with a Legacy Tree, which has now been placed in our 
atrium.  The Legacy Tree displays brass, nickel and bronze leaves with the names of our generous donors, 
and as you see in the photo of a similar tree below, shows a boy and girl reading at the tree’s base—a 
reminder of our mission of literacy and learning for all.  
The Legacy Tree Donation Levels Are: 
Bronze Leaves: $250 - $499. 
Silver  (nickel) Leaves: $500 - $999 
Gold (brass) Leaves: $ 1,000- $19,999 
Foundation Stones At The Tree’s Base: $20,000 Or More  
 
Each leaf will be engraved with an inscription, containing up to 3 
lines of type, with a total of twenty five characters or spaces per 
line.  An inscription template is provided below. Wording on leaves 
may include names, dates, or a favorite quote.  They may be just a 
name, or “in memory of” or “in honor of” a special person. If you 
have questions about how to word something, please call Deanie 
Erb at (941) 922-6304. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in being included on The Legacy Tree please complete the section above, and send it, 
with your donation check, to Friends of the Gulf Gate Library, 7112 Curtiss Ave., Sarasota, FL 34231 or 
drop it off at the library bookstore.  
 
Thank you so much for being a Friends of the Library donor.  Your gifts have made a difference in our 
community, and they will continue to do so as the library becomes an even more powerful resource for 
all our citizens. 
 
Sincerely, Deanie Erb 
Vice-President of the Friends Board

 Please tell us on this form exactly how  you would like your leaf or stone to read.  You may have 3  
lines of type, with a total of twenty five characters or spaces per line.  Please print clearly: 
 __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __    
__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __    
__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  
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Friends Board of Directors

Tributes, Memorials, and DonationsT
©   A donation to the Friends by Carol Vartanian in loving memory of her beloved sister    Alice Vartanian King. 
©   A donation to the Friends by Kathy and Gary Hendricks with appreciation for the many Friends Benefits. 
©   A donation to the Friends by Karen A. and Gerald A. Kolschowsky. 
©   A donation to the Friends by Theresa D. Brodrick. 
©   A donation to the Friends by Robert and Lettie Glenn. 
©   An anonymous donation to the Friends. 
 

Friends of the Gulf Gate  
Library Board 

President: Maxine Solomon 
Vice President: Deanie Erb 

Secretary: Lynne Scarborough 
Treasurer: Kathy Hendricks 

Assistant Treasurer: Cindy Taylor 
 
 

Gulf Gate Library Management  
Manager: Christine Aston  

Assistant Manager: Lisa Faber 

Advisory Board:  
Deanie Erb                                                                                

Friends Bookstore:  
Co-chairs: Deanie Erb and Judy 

Gashler, Cindy Taylor 
 

Gulf Gate Community Assoc.:  
Phil Reiss 

Library Alliance: 
Maxine Solomon and Deanie Erb 

Library Liaison & Special Events:  
Chair: Beverly Turner, Sydney 
Hawkey, Selma Rudin, Maxine 

Solomon 
 

Membership and Tributes: 
Chair: Selma Rudin 

Membership Assistants:   
Carol Vartanian, Beverly Turner 

Newsletter, Website & PR:  
Deanie Erb, Rik Tweed

Friends of Gulf Gate Library Board of Directors & Committee Members
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