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The Annual Meeting of the Friends took place on
January 14. Carrie Seidman, lead columnist for
the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, was our guest
speaker. Her topic was “The Trauma-Informed
Community.” The presentation was enlightening
and entertaining, just like her column.
On February 12, a special luncheon for volunteers
Maxine Solomon
took place at the Library, sponsored by the Friends. Library Manager Christine Aston
thanked the many individuals whose efforts support her and the library staff every
day. Robert Vaura, who guides the teen programs, gave out tokens of appreciation
that were made in the Creation Station (I’m enjoying using the bookmark!).
We were delighted that Renee DiPilato, Director of Sarasota County Libraries and
Historical Resources, attended the luncheon too. Renee spoke to emphasize the
important role volunteers play in the library system.
We were fortunate to have as our guest speaker Dr. Kathy Black, professor of Aging
Studies at the University of South Florida, Sarasota-Manatee. Her topic was
“Enhancing your healthy longevity in our aging community.” Dr. Black reminded us
that we are all aging. She discussed ways that society and individuals can adopt
healthy aging policies and practices. The benefits of volunteerism were included.
In a follow-up Dr. Black provided this link for hard copies of much of the information
she shared:
http://safemobilityfl.com/ResourceCenter.htm
All the board members are volunteers too, and I’d like to add my thanks here to Beverly
Turner who chaired the committee that planned the luncheon. Thank you to all the
Friends whose contributions make possible programs like these and many more.
Maxine Solomon, President, Friends of the Gulf Gate Library
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Gulf Gate Library Manager’s Message
WELCOME BACK TO ALL OUR SNOWBIRDS!
I think I say this every year but truly we are seeing record numbers of patrons in
our library. Please be sure to look for our monthly events calendar, both in the lobby
and on-line, to see the full array of programs, classes, and other events that are
happening at Gulf Gate Library. We are so grateful to the Friends of the Gulf Gate
Library whose sponsorship allows us to offer such a wide variety of programs.
I hope you attended our 5-Year
Anniversary celebration on January
25th. We welcomed Tampa Taiko, a Japanese drumming group.
We also featured some Creation Station activities – button-making
in the Youth Department and a GlowForge demo in the Teen Zone,
along with keychain giveaways.
The button makers and the
Glowforge are part of the
Creation
Station
grant
Enjoying the Tampa Taiko Drummers
purchases from the Barancik
Foundation; however some of the ongoing program support will be provided
by the Friends.
Library Manager
Christine Aston

When you go to the 2nd floor of the library you will see our new acoustical
panels that the Friends purchased. They combine function with aesthetics.
They are meant to assist with sound buffering but the beautiful picture of
the Gulf Gate Library imprinted on them makes them art as well.
I would also invite you to participate in our One Book, One Community program this year. Our book this year
is Radium Girls: The Dark Story of America’s Shining Women by Kate Moore. We have several upcoming
programs to choose from, centered around this book, including an Asolo Play Reading.
Whether you’re here to attend a program, bringing your children or grandchildren to read to the dogs or play
with Legos, getting help from our Over/Cloud Library Help Desk – whatever the reason – we hope you enjoy
the time you spend here. Thank you again for all that you do for the Gulf Gate Library.
Again, many thanks to all of you who support the Friends of the Gulf Gate Library. Your support means that
we can provide a wonderful variety of programs to our patrons.
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Gulf Gate Library Adult Programs
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO ATTENDED THE GULF GATE
LIBRARY’S ADULT PROGRAMMING IN THE FALL AND FIRST
PART OF WINTER. WE HAD SOME EXCITING PROGRAMS!
In October we offered Chair Yoga with Didi, and the program was so popular Didi
generously offered to extend it through the month of November. One of our
favorite lecturers, Baila Miller also made a return appearance in November with
a presentation on the history of fashion photography.
December was a month for excellent music. Master harpist Nicolas Carter was
touring in the area and provided our audience with stunningly beautiful music on
the Paraguayan harp as well as touching stories of Latin American culture. December also featured a return
performance by the lively ukulele band The Hawaiian Shirts, who provided a festive holiday concert of
favorite songs.
Adult Librarian Patty Friend

In January, the Gulf Gate Library celebrated its five-year anniversary, and the Tampa Taiko Japanese
Drummers provided the entertainment for the Lunar New Year with some amazing drumming and a Lunar
New Year parade lion. Southeastern Asia expert Paul Sarno also made a return appearance with a lecture
on the history of three rich Chinese families who settled in Southeast Asia. January also marked the
beginning of the Gulf Gate Library Local Authors Series, with lectures and book signings by Sarasota HeraldTribune Toastmaster Liz Coursen, World War II Veteran Chuck Palmeri, and poet Dr. Ray Taylor.
For February we welcome back the Church of the Palms Orchestra and the students from The Out-Of-Door
Academy for a classical concert, and the Asolo Repertory Guild Play Readers will present a play reading of
“Sylvia”, the story of an empty-nester couple and the street-smart labradoodle named Sylvia who tests their
marriage to hilarious and touching effect.
More great adult programs are on the horizon. The Gulf Gate Library Local Author Series will continue, with
talks by Lucia Barrett for Women’s History Month, a talk by author and sailing adventurer Linda Petrat, and
a presentation by poet Kevin Mooney. In March the Florida Studio Theatre will make a special visit to
present “Voices of the Suffragists” and singing duo Sonny and Perley will present songs from the Great
American Songbook. Chef Warren will be back to present a plant-based cooking program, and the Sarasota
Earlye Musicke Consort will perform music from the Renaissance and Baroque eras on period instruments.
Also, be on the lookout for programs celebrating our One Book One Community title “Radium Girls”,
including a special performance of the One Book title by the Asolo Repertory Guild Play Readers.
Hope to see you there!
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Gulf Gate Library Youth Programs
LEARNING, INCLUSION, AND LONG-LASTING MEMORIES
During the month of December, the youth department had Holiday for the Birds on
Saturday, December 6th. At this event, 15 families (67 people), decorated trees from
Florida Native Plants. The decorations included peanut
butter, bird seed, corn, pine cones, and more. Families
were able to take home the trees and plant them in their
backyards to provide for the birds in their neighborhood.
One family came together to decorate and plant their tree
in honor of a grandparent, who had passed away earlier in
Youth Librarian
Sheyenne Scott
the year. Holiday for the Birds was a great way for families
to have fun, make great memories, and support their local birds.
Another event in the youth department, was the Hanukah Celebration on Wednesday,
December 18th. At this family event, Laura Freedman from the Gan presented songs and
stories to 85 people. Popular Jewish dishes were served, as well as, holiday themed several
crafts. This event was a way for families to come together to honor this great holiday.
During January, the youth department had a great time celebrating the 5 year anniversary.
To honor the sustainability of the building, our Preschool Crafts program made terrariums
Holiday for the Birds
out of recycled soda bottles. 38 children, parents, and caregivers had a great time
learning what plants need in order grow and thrive, while also putting plastic bottles to good use.
The youth department also had a Saturday craft program, celebrating the 5-year
anniversary and Chinese New Year. Families were welcomed
into the youth area to color Chinese New Year coloring sheets
and bookmarks. They also made and decorated their own
hats, honoring the “year of the rat.” Then to add a Creation
Station element, families learned how to make pin badges
with Gulf Gate’s new button makers. We had 81 people
participate in making library and Chinese New Year pin
badges and crafting.

Holiday for the Birds

None of these events would have been possible without the
generous support of the Friends of the Gulf Gate Library.
Their support allows us to create opportunities of learning,
inclusion, and long-lasting memories. The youth department
is looking forward to an awesome summer, inspired by the
theme Imagination, starting on June 1st.
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Gulf Gate Library Youth In Action
GULF GATE LIBRARY YOUTH FAIRY GARDENS

Gulf Gate Library Teen Programs
GULF GATE TEEN WRITERS CIRCLE
After a brief hiatus, meetings
continued as usual with the Gulf
Gate Teen Writers Circle. The
group of 13-18 year olds meets
every Tuesday of the month from
4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Topics include
character development, basic
story
concepts,
exploring
Teen Librarian Robert Vaura
different writing styles and more.
The group averages 10-12 teens at each meeting.
Refreshments are provided by the Friends of the Gulf Gate
Library and a good time is had by all.

The Gulf Gate Teen Writer’s Circle

If you are a teen and looking for other creative writers, just follow the sound of laughter.
You’ll definitely find them.
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Gulf Gate Library Special Events
FRIENDS ANNUAL MEETING FEATURED
CARRIE SEIDMAN ON “A Trauma Informed Community”
Carrie Seidman was the guest speaker at the Friends Annual Meeting, January
14, 2020. Carrie Seidman is the lead columnist for the Sarasota Herald-Tribune
where she has been a staff writer since 2010. A graduate of the Columbia
University School of Journalism, Carrie has been a reporter, critic, and columnist
for nearly 40 years. She also
serves as the Herald-Tribune’s
dance critic. In her column, she
addresses
a
variety
of
community, state, and national
issues focusing on social equity, Carrie Seidman with Maxine Solomon
underserved populations, and civic responsibility.
Carrie presented a power-point program on
A Trauma-Informed Community.

FRIENDS ANNUAL VOLUNTEER LUNCHEON
The Friends had their Annual Volunteer Luncheon in February.
The Friends Board of Directors, Friends Bookstore workers,
Circulation workers, and Youth Department helpers are all
volunteers and we all love what
we do for Gulf Gate Library. The
volunteers were honored with a
luncheon catered by Panera’s.
Thanks to Beverly Turner who is
Chairman of Special Events and
USF Professor Kathy Black
her committee which includes
Sydney Hawkey, Selma Rudin, and Maxine Solomon for making the luncheon
successful. The Friends were very pleased to have Dr. Kathy Black, professor of
Aging Studies at University of South Florida, Sarasota-Manatee as the guest
speaker. Her information was most helpful for all who attended. There was time
for questions and answers..
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One Book, One Community
“THE RADIUM GIRLS: The Dark Story of America’s Shining Women” by
KATE MOORE is the One Book for 2020.
Kate Moore’s true story of America’s “shining girls,” young women
employed as dial painters in the 1920’s using the new “miracle
substance,” radium. Plagued by deadly cancers, they fought their
employers’ sexism, lies and cover-up. Their determination to fight back
led to regulations that ultimately saved thousands of lives. Kate Moore
gave an excellent presentation of her book at Suncoast Technical
College in North Port and Selby Public Library on January 31.
There are many programs planned for discussion of “The Radium Girls.”
Learn more at scgov.net/onebook.
Radium Girls author Kate Moore
at Selby Library booksigning

New Faces At Our Library
THE FRIENDS WELCOME A NEW MEMBER TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Elisabeth Falcone
Seventy-five years ago, I was born in Berlin, Germany, two months before the
end of WWII. My family immigrated to Kentucky when I was fourteen years old.
After finishing my studies at the University of Kentucky and at the University of
Miami, I earned my Master’s degree in Linguistics at Florida Atlantic University.

Director Elisabeth Falcone

I taught German and French at the elementary and high school levels and
retired in 2007. In 2014, I published a non-fiction book entitled “Mommy, was
Grandpa a Nazi? Recipes for Tolerance and Understanding”. This book is
available in the Sarasota Library system.

I have one daughter, Angie, a son-in-law, Paul, and two grandsons, Jake and Ryan.
My life-long hobby is painting in watercolor, oil and acrylic. Sarasota is my new home where the arts are
well-supported. I also enjoy the parks in this area where I used to bring my tent to camp and now am a
volunteer.
My parents instilled in me the love of books. It gives me great pleasure to be part of the Friends of the
Library and the outstanding, well-run bookstore that gives such vital support to the programs of the Gulf
Gate Library.
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Book Discussion Group
2020 BOOK SELECTIONS FOR GULF GATE LIBRARY READERS
The Gulf Gate Library Readers Book Discussion Group meets the first Thursday of every month at 2:00 PM
at the library. Everyone is welcome to come and join the discussion!
For more information, please call Deanie Erb at 922-6304.

In The Year 2020, The Following Books Will Be Discussed.
There Are Copies Of The Selected Books In The Sarasota County System.

February 6

January 2

April 2

March 5

The Radium Girls

The Storyteller’s Secret

A Piece of the World

Rising Out of Hatred

by Kate Moore

by Sejal Badani

by Christina Baker Kline

by Eli Saslow

May 7

July 2

June 4

August 6

The Chilbury Ladies Choir

Pachinko

Home

Inheritance

by Jenifer Ryan

by Min Jin Lee

by Toni Morrison

by Dani Shapiro

September 3

October 1

The Only Woman In
The Room

The Extraordinary Life
of Sam Hell

by Marie Benedict

by Robert Dugoni

November 5

December 3

The Nickel Boys

The Giver of Stars

by Colson Whitehead

by Jojo Moyes
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Friends Board of Directors

Friends of Gulf Gate Library Board of Directors & Committee Members
Friends of the Gulf Gate
Library Board
President: Maxine Solomon
Vice President: Deanie Erb
Secretary: Lynne Scarborough
Treasurer: Kathy Hendricks
Assistant Treasurer:
Cindy Taylor

Advisory Board: Deanie Erb
Gulf Gate Library Management
Manager: Christine Aston
Assistant Manager: Lisa Faber
Friends Bookstore:
Co-chairs: Deanie Erb and
Judy Gashler

Library Liaison & Special Events:
Chair: Beverly Turner, Sydney
Hawkey, Selma Rudin, Maxine
Solomon
Membership and Tributes:
Chair: Selma Rudin
Membership Assistants:
Carol Vartanian, Beverly Turner

Gulf Gate Community Assoc.:
Phil Reiss

Library Alliance:
Maxine Solomon and Deanie Erb
Bylaws Committee:
Chairman: Sue Zimmerman;
Committee members: Maxine
Solomon and Kathy Hendricks
Newsletter, Website & PR:
Deanie Erb, Rik Tweed

FRIENDS BOOKSTORE CALL FOR DONATIONS
The Friends had a huge sale in January on books in all categories, DVDs, CDs, Audio-Books. It
was a very successful sale. However, now the bookstore needs books and the other items to
sell to our patrons in order to make money to pay for Gulf Gate Library’s many programs,
supplies, furniture and any other needs of the library. The Friends greatly appreciate all the items
donated by our loyal patrons and we hope you will continue to do so. Please make sure that the
donated items are in good condition. We also appreciate those who purchase the items. If you
have jewelry or small items that you no longer want, we can add the items to our display case, which has been
a popular addition to our Bookstore. The many dedicated, knowledgeable bookstore volunteers are happy to
help you find the item you wish. If the bookstore does not have the desired book, our volunteers will take your
name and phone number, and call you if the book is donated by a patron.
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Be A Leaf On The Legacy Tree
Dear Friends,
We are always grateful for the special people whose donations help make our library the special place it
is. We wanted to acknowledge major donations with a Legacy Tree, which has now been placed in our
atrium. The Legacy Tree displays brass, nickel and bronze leaves with the names of our generous donors,
and as you see in the photo of a similar tree below, shows a boy and girl reading at the tree’s base—a
reminder of our mission of literacy and learning for all.
The Legacy Tree Donation Levels Are:
Bronze Leaves: $250 - $499.
Silver (nickel) Leaves: $500 - $999
Gold (brass) Leaves: $ 1,000- $19,999
Foundation Stones At The Tree’s Base: $20,000 Or More
Each leaf will be engraved with an inscription, containing up to 3
lines of type, with a total of twenty five characters or spaces per
line. An inscription template is provided below. Wording on leaves
may include names, dates, or a favorite quote. They may be just a
name, or “in memory of” or “in honor of” a special person. If you
have questions about how to word something, please call Deanie
Erb at (941) 922-6304.

Please tell us on this form exactly how you would like your leaf or stone to read. You may have 3
lines of type, with a total of twenty five characters or spaces per line. Please print clearly:

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
If you are interested in being included on The Legacy Tree please complete the section above, and send it,
with your donation check, to Friends of the Gulf Gate Library, 7112 Curtiss Ave., Sarasota, FL 34231 or
drop it off at the library bookstore.
Thank you so much for being a Friends of the Library donor. Your gifts have made a difference in our
community, and they will continue to do so as the library becomes an even more powerful resource for
all our citizens.
Sincerely, Deanie Erb
Vice-President of the Friends Board
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Join The Friends!
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